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Caſeof Mr. John Griffith 


Miniſter of the Golpel, and now Priloner in Newgate. 


Being a true and Impartial Account of what he 
{pake art the Seſſons-bouſe in the Old Bailey, on the 
18th day of this in{tant April, 1683. before the 
Lord-Chiet-Juſtice Saunders, and three Judges 
more, the Lord Mayor, Recorder, and ſeveral 
Aldermen of the City of London. 


() the day and year aboveſaid, about four in the Afternoon, Mr. Bamp- 


field, and my ſelf were ſent for by the Court, and ſoon after we came 
we were both brought to the inward Bar. 
Mr. Bampfield was firſt required to take the Oath of Allegiance , it 
being again tendered him according to the Stature in the third of King James. 
_ After ſome diſcourſe between the Judges and the Recorder, had with Mr. 
Bampfield, he jefuſing to fwear, they made an end for that time with him, The 
-Eicrk of the Peace 1 cook him to be,faid unto me, Take off your Glove; I asked 
him, What to do ? he anſwered, To lay your hand on the Book, which Book he 
bad in his hand, and held it out unto me. | 
I then ſpake with a loud voice, and ſaid, My Lord, I hope you will give me 
the Liberty to ſpeak for my ſelf in my own defence ; one of the Judges replied, 
That my friend (meaning Mr. Bampfield) had ſpoke for me, or to that effeft. I 
{aidagain that I deſired ro ipeak for my ſelf, for I had other things to offer as 
my reaſons why I could not take thatOath. Having Liberty granted, as I took ir 
from their ſilence, I with an audible voice ſaid unto them, I atm in the Scrip- 
ture commanded when I take an Oath, To ſwear iz Truth, in Tadement, and in 
Rizhteouſneſs, unto which the Church of Exg/2nd doth agree , it is one Article 
of their Faith, That he that taketh an Oath, being required of the Magiſtrate, 
ought to ſwear, fo he doit iz Truth, in Righteouſneſs, and in fFudement. ( See 4r- 
ticle 39. of the Church of England.) | 
Now tor me to {wear, as my duty 1s according to the Scripture, and as the 
Churchof Ex2/and directs, I cannor, ſhould I take this Oath, becaule I cannot 
know, but muſt be ignorant of, what I bind my Soul to perform, and then it is 
impoſſible T ſhould ſweer iz Truth, in Judgement, and in Righteviſneſs. | 
I cannot know, but mult be ignorant, both of what hereafter by Law I may be 
required to do, and allo ro whom I {wear to be obedient ; for it 15 not poſſible 
T ſhould foreſee what Laws may hereafter be made ; and I do not only bind mv 
Soul to obey the King that now 1s, but his Heirs and Succeſlors alſo ; and I know 
not what his Succeſſor may be, for ought I know he may be a Popiſh Succe!- 
{or, or a Papiſt, and I cannot ſwear to obey Laws got yet in being, nor to be ob«- 
dicat to a Popiſh Succeſlor; therefore I cannot take the Oath of Allegiance. 
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Upon which words there was a Hum in the Court which being ceaſed af- 
er a -npry pauſe, one of the Judges madetlus ſhort reply, I (faith he) doth the 
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[ then went on, and {aid, I cannot conform to the Church of Ezzlaud ; ſhould 
[ take this Oarh, I {wear to Conform, for Iam bound by an Oath to obey all the 
ings Laws, as much thoſe Laws which reſpett the V Vorſhip of God,” as thoſe 
relating roCiviiGovernment,and then lam {worn to hearCommon prayer once 
4 month, (here one of the Judges laid, So yor are) and toReceive theSacrament 
with the Church of E22/azg as oft as the Law requires, yea and to Conform to 
all the Rites and Ceremonies of the ſaid Church; to this it was an{wered, ( So 
v2: are) and not to frequent Private Meetings any more, for there are Laws that 
torbid it; it wasagain anſwered, So you are. 

Thercfore I cannot take this Oath. 

I then pray*d the Judges to give meall their opinions, whether it were as I 
had ſaid or not. they*anlwered with one conſent, as one man, That it was as 1 
had ſaid, viz. That 1 did in taking rhe Oath, ſwear to obey all the Kings Laws 
without exception. "Then I returned them thanks, that they were pleaſed to 
give me their opinionand judgment inthe Caſe, and withal added theſe words, 
{am well ſatisfied and ſerled in my Religion, and the more confirmed by what 
you haveſaid; and ifit be ſo, do with me what you pleaſe, come life come 
death, the Lord aſſiſting me, 1 will never take the Oath ot Allegiance. 

Then I deſired to ſpeak a few Words more, which being not denyed, I aid 
Be it known unto you, that I do not refuſe to take the Oath of Allegiance, it 
any diſlike I have of any thing contained therein, againft the Authority of the 
Pope, or the See of Roxze, but do in all points therein with you agree ; and fur- 
ther I do declare, that I believe the Pope hath no Power, nor Kuthority Orcr 
the Kings Perſon, nor his Government, no, nor over the meaneſt Subje& in hi: 
: Kingdom ; and do yet further dectare,' That t believe itpxty Conſ ce, Popery 
to be Idolatrous, Damnable, and Devialiſh. | | 

I was then had back againto the Preſs-yard,where I rervaia the LordsPriſoner. 
and am ready further to bear my Teſtimony for hum, agaiaſt Anti-chriſt, 
the Pope,and See of Rowe, and for his holy Word, the Purity of the Goſpel, and 
the Ordinances thereof, againſt Popiſh Darknels, filthy Idolatries, Fornications 
zlaſphemies, and Abominations, and all Traditions of men, as one made willing 
through the free mercy and rich Grace of God, rgy heavenly Father, to forſake 
al forChriſt,(who hath loved me, and given himſelffor me) not counting my life 
dear to my ſelf, ſo I may finiſh my Courle with Joy, and the Muiſtry I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus,to teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace ofGod. 

Thus have I given an Account of what I ſpake» and was ſaidto me; to the ve: 
ry beſt of my memory, thoughit may be not word tor word, yet for ſubſtance 
of what was ſpoke, 1t 1s true. 
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Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt per form unto the Lord thine Oaths 
Mat: 5.27. "I 
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